FORBIDDEN JOURNEY
Central Asia. Then, there was the case of Orlandini, the
Italian, who, after spending a year in China, had just been
expelled from Sinkiang (the Chinese name for Turkestan),
He had covered enormous distances on a bicycle (the ideal
means of getting about Central Asia), and retailed a curious
story of an attempt having been made to poison him in Inner
Mongolia on suspicion of being a spy.
A young German road-builder had also arrived recently at
Peking. After several attempts he had, by means of forced
marches and following a roundabout way, escaped from
Urumchi, but as two of his compatriots were still detained
there he did not want to talk.
And it was a long time now since there had been any news
of young Hanneken. Probably he was killed in the course of
his expedition south of Kami in Sinkiang.
Why was there such a "Chinese Wall" all round the
province? I gathered that it was, once again, a question of
prestige. The Nanking Government people claimed to be
rulers of Sinkiang—the word means "new dominion*'—and
did not want anyone to have first-hand evidence that they
wielded no authority whatever there. On the .other hand,
they were anxious to avoid being held responsible for the
kidnappings and assassinations which are always possibilities
in those remote regions, so preferred not to allow foreigners to
undertake any journey into the provinces of the interior.
And the governor of Sinkiang, on his side, had no wish to
disclose the methods by which he ruled a Chinese province
while taking no notice of orders from the capital Far more
than the inherent difficulties of the journey, it is the politics
of men that make these regions inaccessible.
The result of my enquiries amounted to the fact that no-
body knew what had been happening in Sinkiang for four
years past. Yet it is an immense province, which touches
Tibet, India, Afghanistan and the U.S.S.R., a province in
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